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THE NATION
TAKES NOTICE

ATHLETICS PUTS WC IN THE NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT



MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Nationally ranked athletic programs, beautiful
new facilities, and exceptional grant and
scholarship opportunities are just a few of the
reasons why Weatherford College remains the
fastest-growing college in North Texas. This
edition of The Hilltop highlights that and more
as we showcase our incredible institution and
amazing stakeholders.

Respected attorney and former Weatherford
Mayor Tom Vick joins the distinguished ranks
of the Weatherford College Board of Trustees. It
is their collective support and governance that has allowed the magic to happen.
Additionally, we have unveiled the largest expansion of academic programs in
the college’s history. Finally, Weatherford College was recently named as a “Most
Promising Place to Work.”

The only thing that has been constant at WC recently is change. Record enrollment
growth, dramatic expansions of our academic and athletic programs, and new
construction are transforming our noble institution. With five bachelor’s degrees
and more on the way, Weatherford College is positively impacting more lives than
ever before! No wonder we are exploding!

Thank you for being a valued stakeholder, and please enjoy this edition of The
Hilltop. Our shared future just keeps getting brighter!
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THE NATION TAKES NOTICE
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by Brent Baker

Weatherford College has been developing a reputation across

Texas for many years, but lately, the successes of WC’s athletic
teams at a national level have pushed the WC Coyote brand into
another stratosphere.

During the 2024-25 academic year, eight WC teams were
nationally ranked, six advanced to their respective national
tournaments, and several Coyote athletes led the nation in various
statistical categories.

To say that it’s been a standout year would be an understatement.
And that spotlight exposes the country to not only to WC sports
but the entire institution.

“People want to be part of a winning team,” said WC President
Tod Allen Farmer. “Having nationally-ranked athletic squads
is one of several factors that have led to Weatherford College
becoming the fastest-growing college in North Texas.”

Consider the national exposure WC has received in the last year:
* Volleyball — The Coyotes took ninth place at the National

Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) Division I

Championships in Clarksville, Tennessee. Two players —

Weronika Urbanska and Gabriella Maldonado — earned All-

America honors.

e Basketball — The NJCAA honored Athletic Director Emeritus
Bob McKinley with a Coaches Legacy Award, recognizing
the all-time winningest coaches in the organization’s history.
McKinley has 1,027 wins in 40-plus years at WC.

* Baseball — The 2025 Coyotes were ranked No. 1 in the nation
for five weeks and finished the regular season at No. 3. Robert
Fortenberry was named 2024 National Pitcher of the Year, and

Evan Brandt is a strong candidate for 2025 All-American status,
having led the nation in wins.

Softball — Freshman Sarah Hanf won the National Pitcher of the
Week Award twice this season, and earned All-America honors

from the National Fastpitch Coaches Association.

* Women’s Tennis — The Coyotes finished ninth at the national
tournament and came in ninth in the final national poll. Claire
Mahere was named an ITA All-American.

* Men’s Tennis — WC tied for 14th place at the national
tournament and was ranked 11th in the final national poll.
Andres Serrano earned NJCAA All-America honors.

* Women’s Golf — Weatherford took 13th at the program’s first-
ever national tournament near Garden City, Kansas, with
Corrina Haros finishing fifth out of 79 golfers.

* Men’s Golf — The Coyotes took 15th place, the second-best
finish in program history.

* Rodeo — When The Hilltop went to press, WC was sending
athletes to June’s College National Final Rodeo in Casper,
Wyoming, the college’s 21st straight CNFR qualification.
Goat tyer Jacee Graff stood at fifth in the country. Catcher
Casperson finished fifth at the National Finals Steer Roping
held in Clarendon.

* All-Academic — The NJCAA honored 47 Coyotes from across
all sports on the national All-Academic teams for grade point
averages of at least 3.60.

“The national recognition of athletics brings such positive
attention to WC and the Weatherford community,” said Tammy

Gazzola, president of the Weatherford Chamber of Commerce

continues with Athletics on page 6
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CAFETERIAS &
STUDENT ACTIVITY
CENTERS OF

WC’S PAST

As WC prepares for growth with the
building of its new student union, enjoy
a look back at where students have eaten,
played and studied in years past. Today,
WC’s cafeteria is open to the public and is
known for its delicious salad bar.

_ali.'-'f:""ﬂ 'I o

1 966.— Student
Activity Center

FRIENDS WE'LL MISS

Weston Walker Hollifield, 24, of Mineral
Wells, passed away March 3.

Thomas Jenkins,
Weatherford, passed away May 13.

Melba Ann Blair, 85, of Springtown,
passed away March 4. A 1958 WC graduate
and former WC Booster Club member.

Herbert Fowler, 89, of Weatherford,
passed away April 24.

Wesley A. Gandee, 74, of Weatherford,
passed away March 5.

Leah Maella Wright Graber, 99, of
Weatherford, passed away May 5.
Registrar 1970-1975.

James 77, of

Deloris Jean Massie, 81, of Lovington,
New Mexico, passed away April 13.

Dena Silvers, 73, of Decatur, passed away
April 20.

Maybelle Lynn (Windom) Smith, 76,
of Weatherford, passed away April 28.

Thresea Killion Tabor, 81, of
Weatherford, passed away May 26.

Orvell Thomas “Tom” Wells Jr., 76,
of Granbury, passed away March 20.
Retired, WC history professor.

Melissa Dawn Young, 65, of Millsap,
passed away February 22.
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ARCV’HITECTS PRESENT DESIGNS
FOR NEW STUDENT UNION

Representatives from Huckabee architects presented a draft
design for the new student union building at the Weatherford
College Board of Trustees meeting in May.

The five-story building will consist of approximately 116,000
square feet and include a new welcome center; advising, enrollment
and financial aid offices; student, staff and community dining
spaces; a wellness and veterans center; a student game room; new
testing center; faculty and staff offices; multiple meeting rooms of
various sizes; a new board room; and a large multiuse space with
enough room to host 500 guests for dining.

With the footprint of the building determined, the next step is
to select materials and finishes.

The project is projected to break ground in January 2026 with
completion in the summer of 2027.

“We've been very pleased with Imperial and Huckabee,” said
WC President Tod Allen Farmer about the builder and architect
of both the Emerging Technologies and Workforce Building as
well as Vickie and Jerry Durant Hall. “Twice over they've been
on time and under budget, and that’s what we look forward to
in this next build—on time and under budget.”

WC HONORED AS “MOST
PROMISING PLACE TO WORK"”

Weatherford College has been named
a “Most Promising Place to Work in
Community Colleges” by the National
Institute for Staff and Organizational
Development and Diverse: Issues in Higher
Education.

NISOD and Diverse recognized WC for
its strong student and staff recruitment,
commitment to retention, inclusive
environment and active engagement with
the community.

“This recognition is truly an honor,”
said WC President Tod Allen Farmer.
“It highlights our ongoing commitment
to creating a supportive and inclusive
workplace. We believe in valuing and
respecting every member of our college
community.”

The college was recognized at NISOD’s
annual International Conference on
Teaching and Leadership Excellence in
Austin on May.

Kris Tolman, NISOD associate director;
Dr. Alex Ibe, WC dean of emerging
technologies and workforce; President
Farmer; Ralph Newell, VP of Diverse.
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Tom Vick will be sworn in at the June 12 meeting of the WC Board of Trustees.

TOMYVICK

What is your education and career
background?

I attended WISD for most of my
youth and graduated from Southwest
High School in Fort Worth. I then
attended Austin College in Sherman
and South Texas College of Law in
Houston. I have practiced law in
Weatherford since 1981, first with my
father, then with Dan Carney, and for
the past decade with Holly Hearn.

Who is in your family?

I have two sons and a daughter. My daughter, Vanessa, teaches second
grade in the White Settlement ISD. Brock is an entrepreneur living
outside Denver, and Gabe Vick Il is an attorney in Houston.
What motivates you to serve on the board?

I have a long history of public service. It was instilled in me by my
father, who believed we should give back to the community where
we live and practice. I was the Mayor of Weatherford at age 27 for
two terms, served on the Weatherford ISD Board for two terms,
and served the State Bar of Texas in several capacities. Weatherford

ATHLETICS fiom page 3.

College is a dynamic institution. This is an exciting time to be a part
of its growth and development. We have an opportunity to change
lives. I want to be part of this development, and I believe I possess
the necessary background and experience to make a positive impact.
What do you see as WC'’s greatest opportunity in the future?
WC is positioned geographically to make an enormous impact on
the education and development of young people and older students
alike in North Texas. We offer a broad range of areas of study but
are small enough to be nimble in our offerings as times change. Our
greatest opportunity is to meet the demands of higher education and
keep our students at the cutting edge of their chosen fields.

What are the greatest challenges for community colleges like WC?
The greatest challenge for community colleges is twofold: to
maintain financial stability and, equally important, to hire and
retain great academics to maintain the school’s integrity as an
institution of higher learning. The current leadership of the
college has successfully navigated that tightrope during some
challenging times. The generous support of our community has
made this possible. Our citizens recognize the value of having a
great college in our region, in part because of the contributions
our students have made here after graduation.

and a WC
alumna.
“This recog-
nition can also
attract students,
athletes and their
families to consider
Weatherford. Economi-
cally, it can boost local
businesses as more visitors
come to town for games, tour-
naments and events. Overall, it
puts Weatherford on the map in a
powerful and inspiring way.”
Gazzola and her husband have a
unique perspective on the topic, having
traveled to Grand Junction, Colorado,
to cheer on the Coyote baseball team in

the 2023 NJCAA World Series.

“It was clear that people knew about

Weatherford because of the athletic program,” she said. “The
fans from other teams, event organizers and even Grand Junction
locals knew about the Coyotes. It was a great experience getting
to share Weatherford with individuals who may have never heard
about us, and that kind of exposure is invaluable.”

The WC Athletic Department has now moved into a new era.
McKinley decided to step down as athletic director to focus on
coaching women’s basketball exclusively. Enter Jeff Lightfoort,
who coached Coyote baseball for 23 years and served as assistant
AD for 14 years. As of mid-May, Lightfoot is now the college’s
full-time athletic director.

“I will always love the game of baseball, and I'm grateful for my
time spent on the diamond,” Lightfoot said. “That being said, I
have always had the desire to lead on a large scale. 'm blessed to
get the opportunity to do that at Weatherford College. The vision
that President Farmer and the WC Board of Trustees have for this
college and Coyote athletics is exciting. Great things are on the
horizon, and I can’t wait to get to work.”

For more Coyote sports news including results and athletic
schedules, go to wcathletics.com. #
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WC SET TO LAUNCH KEY NEW

PROGRAMS FOR FALL 2025

COLLEGE EXPANDS OFFERINGS IN TECH, HEALTHCARE,
TRADES AND MEDIA, PROVIDING AFFORDABLE PATHWAYS

TO HIGH-DEMAND JOBS

Weatherford College is set to launch seven new academic
programs this fall, marking the largest expansion of academic
programs in the college’s history. This move reinforces the college’s
commitment to providing affordable, high-quality education
that directly addresses critical workforce needs and offers clear
pathways for student advancement.

The Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences in Computer
Science provides a flexible and comprehensive pathway for
students with an associate degree in information technology to
advance their careers. This program is designed to help graduates
build on their existing knowledge, gain new skills and effectively
compete in the fast-growing technology sector. It particularly
benefits those looking to advance into higher-paying roles.
According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, computer science
jobs boast a median annual pay of $78,690.

The new Associate of Applied Science in Medical Laboratory
Technology is a 60-credit hour program that trains students for
essential healthcare roles. Medical lab technicians are crucial to
patient diagnosis, analyzing blood and body fluids to help doctors
detect diseases and guide treatment. With 85 percent of clinical
diagnosis decisions relying on lab test results, MLTs are in high
demand across hospitals and clinics. The Bureau of Labor Statistics
projects strong job growth for MLTs, with a median annual salary
of $60,780. This program also offers paths to bachelor’s or even
doctoral degrees in the field.

The Associate of Applied Science in Golf and Sports Turf
Management provides specialized training for careers as golf
course and sports turf superintendents. This unique program
uses the recently donated Canyon West Golf Course as a real-
world classroom, providing students with unmatched hands-on
experience in maintaining turf, managing courses and practicing
environmental care. The curriculum directly addresses the
industry’s needs for highly skilled professionals.

The Associate of Applied Science in Automotive Technology
gives students extensive hands-on experience across a wide range
of automotive topics. This includes electrical systems, brakes,
steering, engine repair, climate control and hybrid systems. An
automotive technology degree prepares graduates for both hands-
on technical jobs and management positions in today’s rapidly
changing automotive industry. According to the Bureau of Labor

Statistics, the annual median pay for automotive technicians was
$47,770 in May 2023. This program also offers scholarships
through Gilchrist Auto Group for selected participants.

The new Associate of Arts in Mass Communication allows
students to explore various career paths in journalism, radio
announcing, marketing and public relations. Students in this
program will take classes alongside those in the AAS in Radio/TV
Broadcasting, gaining practical experience that can lead directly
to jobs or transfer seamlessly to bachelor’s degree programs.

Complementing the Mass Communication AA, the Associate
of Applied Science in Radio/TV Broadcasting teaches students
practical skills for careers such as radio announcer, public relations
specialist and journalist. Students will have unique opportunities
to learn from experienced radio personalities at The Coyote radio
station, receiving invaluable real-world training. The Bureau of
Labor Statistics indicates a median annual pay of $57,500 for
related occupations.

The Associate of Applied Science in Culinary Arts will provide
a cook/baker certificate and an associate’s degree specializing
in culinary arts to train chefs within the hospitality sector. The
Bureau of Labor Statistics indicates a strong growth rate of 22
percent for chefs and head cooks through 2030, highlighting the
demand in this sector.

“Weatherford College is strongly committed to providing
affordable bachelor’s degrees and valuable workforce credentials,”
said WC President Tod Allen Farmer. “We are expanding
opportunities for our students while also supplying the skilled
workers our local businesses need. These new programs are a
direct result of extensive industry feedback and careful planning,
ensuring our graduates gain relevant skills for in-demand jobs at
an affordable cost.”

In its ongoing commitment to academic innovation,
Weatherford College has also recently added the following
programs:

* BAAS in Early Childhood Education and Teaching
* AAS in Welding
* AAS in Robotics and Automation Technology

For more information on these new and expanded programs,
including admission requirements and how to apply, visit wc.edu.
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la., b., & c. Weather on campus. Rain, shine or snow, our Coyotes
continue to learn.

2. Leaders from WC and the Parker County Historical Commission
gathered for a historical marker unveiling commemorating the Comte
Paul de Bresson thoroughbred stable located on the Carter Property.
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3. Honors program students graduating in May finished the semester
with their capstone project presentations and a celebratory dinner.

4. Theatre students presented Antigone.

5. The Generations Jazz concert brought jazz alumni back to play

with current jazz students.



6. Student art on display at the Spring Bi-Annual Art Exhibition

7a. & b. Food trucks and karaoke were popular student life activities
in the quad this semester.

8. Casino Night is always a success with students.

9. Weatherford Mayor Paul Paschall speaks with students following his
keynote address at the 2025 Interdisciplinary Academic Conference.

10. Students were recognized for outstanding academic achievement
at the 2025 Convocation ceremony in April.

11. Collaboration and conversation were key at the Philosophy of
Religion and War conference this semester.

12. Respiratory care students wrapped up the spring semester with
a trip to Children’s Medical Center.
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WC FACULTY AND STAFF SHINE BRIGHT

Durrett presented with Legends of
Jazz award

Duane Durrett, dean of fine arts, won a Legends
of Jazz Award from the Sammons Center for the
Arts. Durrett was honored in the Jazz Educator
category for his 50 years in music education at
WC. The award was presented as a part of Dallas
Jazz Appreciation Month.

Tarnowieckyi published

Congratulations to Dr. Scott Tarnowieckyi, associate
vice president of student services & athletics, on the
publication of his essay, “Reluctant Yankees: The
Lower Green River Country of Kentucky, 1861,” in
the recently released book, Hundreds of Little Wars:
Community, Conflict, and the Real Civil War, from
LSU Press.

Nearly 600 people enjoyed a beautiful day in the City of Weatherford’s Heritage Park for the 16th annual Taste of Parker County in
April. A record number of vendors brought their best to the food-tasting fundraiser for the WC Foundation. Mark next year’s date
on your calendar: April 21, 2026!
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Dr. Steve and Stacey Wood

Dr. Steve and Stacey Wood have established a new permanent
scholarship endowment with the WC Foundation. The Dr. Steve
and Stacey Wood Scholarship will be earmarked for cybersecurity
students. Dr. Wood graduated with his cybersecurity degree in May
and is believed to be the first current WC student to establish a

scholarship endowment. Pictured with the Woods is WC President
Tod Allen Farmer.

Lawrence and Rita Jernigan

Lawrence and Rita Jernigan have established a new permanent
scholarship endowment with the WC Foundation. The Lawrence
and Rita Jernigan Scholarship will be earmarked for music

students as well as cybersecurity students. Pictured with the
Jernigans is WC President Tod Allen Farmer.

FOUNDATION LAUNCHES
WC PATRONS OF THE ARTS SOCIETY

Beginning in the 2025-26 academic year, the WC Foundation
is launching the Weatherford College Patrons of the Arts Society.

By spotlighting philanthropy for the arts and recognizing
donors in a unique way, the initiative aims to elevate the
resources, facilities and opportunities of WC Fine Arts to rival
those of four-year institutions, creating exceptional artistic
experiences for all stakeholders.

The society is the brainchild of Rebecca James, the college’s
chair of fine and performing arts. She made a presentation
to the WC Foundation Board in the spring and received an
enthusiastic response.

“The WC Patrons of the Arts Society is a vibrant bridge between
creative expression and community,” James said. “Our members’
unwavering support will create a close-knit family of arts-focused
donors whose connections and philanthropic spirit run deep.”

The society will recognize donors of $1,000 or more on a

digital display in the Alkek Fine Arts Center. This “Virtuoso”

DOWNLOAD YOUR FREE ESTATE PLANNING
KIT FROM THE WC FOUNDATION’S NEW
PLANNED GIVING WEBSITE!

wc.planmygift.org

level of patrons will also receive a special car decal and be invited
to an annual complimentary artist-led workshop or behind-the-
scenes technical demonstration. The Virtuoso level will also
recognize those with 31 or more volunteer hours with WC’s
fine arts programs.

Donors above $10,000 will be called “Visionaries” with donor
spotlight recognition, mentor matching with a student, a photo
with President Tod Allen Farmer on display in the Alkek, the
opportunity to audit a course and other benefits.

All society members will receive specialized email updates and
invitations to select Fine Arts events.

“The impact of this group of patrons will resonate throughout
Weatherford and Parker County, transforming artistic potential
into a thriving, accessible arts scene that enriches the lives of all
who call this region home,” James said.

For more information, contact James at rjames@wc.edu or

817-598-6231.
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BESTIES
FOREVER
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With more than 3,000 likes and reactions on social media,
WC graduate Angela Henard’s cap honoring the memory of her
mother, Gail, won this year’s graduation cap decorating contest.

Gail was the director of the cosmetology program at WC Wise
County. She passed away in November 2024 from breast cancer.

Angela graduated with her Bachelor of Applied Arts and
Science in Organizational Leadership in May.

Attending WC made sense for her since Weatherford is where
she calls home. For others looking for a college, she said, “It’s
affordable and has tons to offer.”

Angela is currently teaching cosmetology and barbering in the
Eagle Mountain-Saginaw ISD and plans to take a year off from
school before pursuing a master’s degree.

She’s excited to see where her education takes her.

CLASS NOTES

Rowdy Decker and the Rowdy Decker and operates a successful salon in Marble Jud Kinzy was named WC’s head
Band will perform in front of an Falls, Texas. baseball coach in May. He was assistant
estimated 175,000 people, opening for . Minna Haddadi is now a surgeon coach for the Coyotes for seven years
Luke Bryan at the Country Stampede . HHCA Florida Westside Hospital in and served as the program’s pitching
in Bonner Springs, Kansas, on June 26. coach. He pitched for WC from 2013

to 2015.
Jason Hayes was promoted to chief of

the Weatherford Police Department in Angela Tubbleville, Human Service
being voted Cowgirl Magazine’s Top April. Hayes has been with the WPD for Provider AAS ’20, is now a WIOA

Western Industry Hairstylist. She owns Program  Specialist at  Workforce
Solutions for North Central Texas.

Plantation, Florida.
Sierra Emerson was voted Young
Female Texas Entrepreneur along with

24 years.
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WEATHERFORD

w0 COLLEGE
FOUNDATION

to the following donors who gave recent gifts to the

Dr. Diann Ainsworth

Maribell Arreguin

Bad Enough to Wear
Blue Foundation

Elizabeth and Brent Baker

J. Chris Blair

Dr. Noel Bryan

Cory Carter

Mitchell Cochran

Nicole Collie-Jamison

Sam Coody

Lisa Coody

Jean Cook

Joe Crawford

Lisa Dahlstrom

Mable Davee

Eastern Star Weatherford #21

Roy and Jeanine Eaton

Stephanie Edwards

Dr. Tod Allen Farmer

mPANAN DL

Roger Fuller
Wayne and Sharon Garrett
Dale and Jo Ann Glenn
Paul and Cassy Gray
John and Cathy Gurica
HEB
Huckabee & Associates
Mandy Ivey
James & Dorothy

Doss Foundation
Dr. Trey Jansen
Cass Jenkins
Larry and Rita Jernigan
Dr. Catherine Johnson
James Johnston
Dawn Kahlden
Lily Kesteloot
June Kurilec
Cindy Lavine

Nina Maniotis

Lisa Martin

Ron and Tammy McBee
Bernabe Mendoza

Brant Miller

Lela and Butch Morris
Dana Orban

Michelle Owens

Ashley Palmatier

Parker Co. Hospital District
Parker County Cruisers
Evelyn Payne

Prosperity Bank

Dana Ritchie

Dr. Linda Robinson

Dr. William and Paula Roddy
Deborah Rushlow

Gary and Linda Snow
Susan Sodek

Marilyn St. Clair

Kelly Staub

Jared Stewart

Shannon Stoker

Brenda Lee Stout-Powell

Richard and Nancy Stuart

Suzanne Jary and Eric Pratt
Charitable Giving Fund

Dr. Scott Tarnowieckyi

Dr. Bishnu Twanabasu

Staci Tyler

Ben Whiteman

Bruce and Laura Wiggs

Joe and Karen Wilkinson

Larissa Williams

Paul and Samie Williams

Dr. Steve and Stacey Wood

Gail Wright

Dr. Shannon Ydoyaga

WC AGRHCULTURE STUDENTS WHN IHG

_'um

WC’s agriculture chapter took second in Outstanding Chapter and third in Sweepstakes, plus multiple individual awards at
the Texas Junior College Agricultural Association Convention in April.

Makenzie Bowman: first place in equine science, fourth

place in entomology

Mary Karen Oneil: first place in wildlife, first place in

entomology

Kaia Burt: third place in equine science

Kendall Mitchell: third place in ag economics

Anthony Galasso: fourth place in equine science, fourth

place in ag mechanics

Ty Reed: third place in horticulture
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UPCOMINIG EVENTS

June 11-12 Coyote Softball Kids Camp
June 12-15 Theatre Production: King Lear
June 16-18 Coyote Baseball Fundamentals Camp
July | Coyote Baseball Evaluation Camp
July 4 Holiday - College Closed
July 7-10 Coyote Basketball Camp
July 8 Registration Ends for Summer I
July 9 Summer Il Classes Begin
July 12-13 Theatre Production: Snow-White & Rose-Red
July 14-17 Coyote Volleyball Camp
July 19-20 Theatre Production: Snow-White & Rose-Red
July 25-27 Community Musical: Cinderella
August |-3 Community Musical: Cinderella
August 19 Tuition Payment Deadline for Fall 2025
August 22 Fall 2025 Registration Deadline
August 25 Fall 2025 Classes Begin
August 27 Meet the Deans
September | Holiday - College Closed

SCAN QR CODE FOR
WC CALENDAR

W(C’s calendar page is the best way to stay
up-to-date with all WC events.



